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was that they were both too regular and not regular
enough. The officers quoted the textbook quite
correctly against us when we asked them to take
a risk, but failed to realise that the risk was due in
the first place to their own faulty administration.
We must help them to improve this, so that if
General Allenby wanted a diversion made at a
given spot and on a given date, a detachment would
be there punctually for the Bedouin to rally round.
Lawrence was enough and more than enough to help
Feisal with the Bedouin ; the place for me was with
Joyce and the regular army. Having to go to
Cairo to see a doctor, I took the opportunity of
suggesting this to Dawnay, who quite agreed when
he heard the inside history of the Beni Sakhr fiasco.
So when I was fit again I came back to Akaba as
Joyce's " Q/' Maynard was at the same time
relieved by Stirling, who became " G.," and we
three set to work to do what we could to make the
regular army mobile.
It will be remembered that Feisal had been lent
a company of the Egyptian Camel Transport Corps
to help him in getting up his supplies and ammuni-
tion from Akaba to Waheida. The time had come
when Hinde, who commanded this company, and
all his British and Egyptian non-commissioned
officers and men could for some reason no longer
be spared. General Allenby only agreed to leave
the seven hundred camels with Feisal on condition
that he ran them with Arabs, and one of my first
jobs was to organise the brutes into what was called
the Hejaz Transport Corps. This gave me a good
.deal of trouble. Feisal had no transport personnel,
and was forced to send urgently for wild camel-
men from Mecca to replace the Egyptians, whose